
 
 
2020 CBCA Book of the Year Notables 

 
Book of the Year: Older Readers  

Entries in this category may be fiction, drama or poetry and should be appropriate in style and content 
for readers in their secondary years of schooling. Ages 13-18 years.  
 
Note: These books are for the mature readers in this category and some deal with particularly 
challenging themes including violence and suicide. Parental guidance is recommended. 
 

Author Title ISBN Publisher 

Burton, David The Man in the Water 9780702262524 University of 
Queensland Press 

Caddy, Meg Devil's Ballast 9781925773460 Text Publishing 

Chim, Wai The Surprising Power of a 
Good Dumpling 

9781760631581 Allen & Unwin 

Drews, C.G. The Boy Who Steals Houses 9781408349922 Hachette Australia 

Duggan, Cait The Last Balfour 9781460757017 HarperCollins 
Publishers 

Fox, Helena How It Feels to Float 9781760783303 Pan Macmillan 
Australia 

Fuller, Lisa Ghost Bird 9780702260230 University of 
Queensland Press 

Grant, Neil The Honeyman and the 
Hunter 

9781760631871 Allen & Unwin 

Kaufman, Amie & 
Kristoff, Jay 

Aurora Rising 9781760295738 Allen & Unwin 

Kenwood, Nina It Sounded Better in My 
Head 

9781925773910 Text Publishing 

Kostakis, Will Monuments 9780734419224 Hachette Australia 

Morgan, Anna All That Impossible Space 9780734419637 Hachette Australia 

Newton, Robert Promise Me Happy 9780143796442 Penguin Random 
House Australia 

Nix, Garth Angel Mage 9781760630904 Allen & Unwin 

Nunn, Malla When the Ground is Hard 9781760524814 Allen & Unwin 

Scholte, Astrid Four Dead Queens 9781760524418 Allen & Unwin 

Sheppard, Holden Invisible Boys 9781925815566 Fremantle Press 

Wakefield, Vikki This Is How We Change the 
Ending 

9781922268136 Text Publishing 

White, Susan Take the Shot 9781925712957 Affirm Press 

Williams, Sean Impossible Music 9781760637156 Allen & Unwin 

 
 


